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Join us, and your fellow access gurus, as we present to our JAG family 

the best in community television at the 2016 JAG Awards and 

Recognition Ceremony. 

 

Schmooze, celebrate, dine on great food and have a few laughs with one another at 

this annual year-end celebration. 

 

This spectacular is being held at the Lago Restaurant, Lounge and Banquet Hall in North 

Brunswick.   

 

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for this fun event TODAY.   

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5izl8xcab&oeidk=a07ecuvc5lo25

07c005  

TICKET RESERVATION MUST BE MADE BY 12 NOON 

TOMORROW, DEC. 2. 

If this doesn’t sound fun enough, we will kick the evening festivities off by presenting 

the JAG Committee Annual End-of-Year Reports.   OH-YEAH!! 

 

The list of categories and nominees are on the following pages.    

 

David Garb 

President, JAG-The Jersey Access Group 

davegarb@paps.net 

(732) 376-6030  Ext. 23538  
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General Meeting 
Schedule 2016-17 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Dec. 7- Annual Meeting  

JAG Recognition Dinner 

Lago, North Brunswick 

JAM Awards 

2017  
Jan. 25- Reorganization 
Meeting: East Brunswick 
Presentation- TBD 

Feb. 22- Piscataway 

Presentation- TelVue 

Mar. 29- 4Wall 
Entertainment in Moonachie 
Presentation-by our host 

Apr. 26- Summit 

Presentation- TBD 

May 31-June 2  

JAG Conference 

Hyatt, Morristown, NJ 

8:00am breakfast meeting 

Jun. 14- West Milford 

Sept. 27- Varto Technologies 

in East Rutherford 

Presentation-by our host 

Oct. 25- Scotch Plains 

Nov. 21, Tuesday- Edison 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5izl8xcab&oeidk=a07ecuvc5lo2507c005
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5izl8xcab&oeidk=a07ecuvc5lo2507c005
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 Drones― How they will change communities        Feature 
 By Christina Engh, COO and Co-Founder of UASolutions Group 
 

Jersey Access Group (JAG) recently took notice of a small, but rather significant piece of 

equipment. One that provides PEG a unique outlook into the world below, but from above. 

One that provides our first responders the ability to quickly and affordably search for a 

missing person in ways only expensive helicopters could in the past. One that gives city 

planners real time data for right-of-ways, road construction, plant and stream health in our 

cities and towns. However, this beneficial piece of machinery has been causing a lot of 

ruckus at the state, local, and federal levels.  

During the Government Video Expo in 2015, Rich Desimone of JAG noticed this trend and 

has been pushing its importance for the past year, most notably at the recent annual 

NATOA conference and New Jersey League of Municipalities. Drones, or Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) have been on 

the radar of mayors, city councils and first responders for the last decade. But only recently have many been able to 

reach out to experts to fully understand their uses and ways to mitigate their risks. 

During the Government Video Expo, Desimone met Christina Engh, Army Helicopter Pilot and Unmanned Aircraft 

Brigade Advisor currently educating industry and end-users on the use of drones and COO and Co-Founder of 

UASolutions Group, a private company focused on UAS or drone integration. Desimone realized there was a strong 

connection between PEG and drones, and educated Engh on JAG and the world of broadcasting. After some phone calls 

and e-mails, Desimone invited Engh up to Morristown, NJ for the Power of Partners conference where she key noted 

and spoke about the importance of PEG programmers embracing new technologies and promoting them throughout 

their communities. 

The Power of Partners also invited Mr. Fred Bivetto, (AF retired) instructor pilot and drone instructor. Bivetto brought 

his drones to fly in the drone cage, and spoke to students and attendees alike about the use cases and how to become a 

drone pilot.  

Following the Key Note, Engh and Mr. Ken Fellman of the law firm Kissinger & Fellman, P.C. spoke to a group of 

personnel more in depth about drones, regulations and how to fly safely in the national airspace. 

During the annual NATOA conference in Austin, TX, Rich Desimone 

moderated a panel of drone experts to include Mr. Marke “Hoot” 

Gibson, the Federal Aviation Administration’s Senior Advisor on UAS 

Integration, along with Fellman and Engh.  The three were able to 

discuss technologies and regulations, while learning from one another 

at the same time. 

The panel brought forward much needed insights on not just the use 

of drones, but on recent regulation affording local governments the 

ability to regulate their uses. The session allowed the panel guests to openly discuss the recently passed 14 CFR Part 107 

regulations in front of a unique group of personnel, from videographers employed by a city, to the occasional hobbyist 

flying their drone for fun, and firefighters alike. 

Drones, by their nature, fit nicely as a tool in just about every toolbox. Because of this, there is wide spread curiosity, 

and widespread safety concerns as well. Mr. Gibson focused on the regulatory side from an FAA perspective, with 
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discussion on where the FAA will go next, particularly with respect to 

Extended Line of Sight (ELOS) and operations over people. The FAA continues 

to draft regulation to expand the use of drones, but with a cautious eye to 

maintaining its position of maintaining a safe and efficient national airspace. 

The draft rule of operations over people recently left the office of the FAA 

and is awaiting further review by OIRA. As the FAA promulgates this and 

many other rules, it is understandable that there seems to be a never-ending 

lack of confusion, hesitation, and concern. 

Ken Fellman and Christina Engh, once again, put their resources together and spoke as a duo from the legal and 

operational side of the house.  Ken and Christina recently gave an e-NATOA about drones, with great reception. The 

information changes almost daily, so the two felt it important to work together and ensure that the legal side and the 

operations paired well together.  They presented slides on the new legislation, upcoming legislation, use cases, and 

provided guidance on how to fly, yet safely and within the scope of the new regulatory environment. 

As audience members asked questions, it was obvious that they were very curious as to varying use-cases, and 

concerned with the lack of case-law and even FAA enforcement actions. Because of a lack of clear and concise legal 

guidance, many have become frustrated over the past decade. The panelists were able to discuss not just the current 

rules and regulations, but how the FAA got to this point, background on varying court cases, and current enforcement 

actions.  The band-aid on the wound licked by years of neglect didn’t seem to make everyone enthusiastic, but it did 

finally provide some left and right limits for drone use. 

Ken and Christina discussed the differences between Public and Civil operators, the history over self-certification, and 

why a PEG operator or first responder would use a public program over a civil program or vice-versa. They concluded 

with stating that every operator should reach out to someone knowledgeable on the rules, regulations and use-cases for 

using drones in their departments to ensure compliance, safety, and minimize the risk as best as possible, to include 

legal ramifications and insurance. 

Continuing their educational outreach, Desimone put together an outline for a panel 

during the recent NJ League of Municipalities in Atlanta, NJ. Fellman and Engh were 

able to once again reach a large and important audience of mayors, councilmen and 

women, lawyers and first responders. This joint session was a huge success with over 

150 personnel attending the session.  After the session, Desimone, Engh and Fellman 

were all approached later on and complimented about the incredibly informative 

session. 

All of the sessions have resulted in much-needed conversation, questions answered, and an increased positive 

awareness over the use of drones.  

Drones provide personnel the ability to achieve things once only reserved for organizations with manned aviation 

budgets. Today, those who have been in the drone industry for over a decade wonder why there isn’t a drone at every 

fire station, in every Sheriff’s Patrol Vehicles, or in the hands of PEG programmers when filming significant city events. 

Under the current rules and regulations, it is easier than ever to get drones in the hands of those who would benefit 

from them the most. Moving forward, it will become commonplace to see a drone filming the local parade, or searching 

for a missing person. Society will understand their importance at the local level while regulators will be able to safeguard 

their citizens.   
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 A Night of Celebration             Events 
 By Victoria Timpanaro, Chair Marketing Committee 
 

The JAG Video Awards and Recognition Dinner is days away.  The votes has been tabulated and 
the list of finalists is on the next page.  Join us for an evening of celebration and fun.  Bob 
Duthaler of MTV fame (back when they played music) will serve as Master of Ceremonies.  Along 
with our video awards we will be honoring Cindy Hahn for her dedication to JAG.  Jim Dailakia 
will be providing some great entertainment to fill out the evening.   

 

Join in the Celebration 

and support those we honor this year. 

JAG Recognition Dinner and Video Awards 

For tickets click on logo 

 
 
 
 
 

Tickets sales must be made by 12 noon tomorrow, Dec. 2. 

 

Dec. 7, 2016, 6:00pm-10:00pm 

Lago 

230 Washington Pl,  North Brunswick, NJ 

http://lagonj.com/   

http://lagonj.com/
http://lagonj.com/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ecuvc5lo2507c005&oseq=&c=&ch=
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 JAM Awards 2016 – “And the nominees are”         Events 
 By Victoria Timpanaro, Chair JAM Awards Committee 
 

Arts, Entertainment & Music  

―Orson Welles' War of the Worlds, Hunterdon 

Central Television,  

―Sing Along Fun with Miss Miriam, HomeTowne TV, 

Summit 

―Tom and Doug Show, Princeton TV, Princeton 

Documentary 

―A Helping Hand - Jayden's Story, ESN-TV Edison 

Schools Network 

―Old Ways in New Jersey, Diners of NJ, EBTV 

―Chatham Township Perspectives - Chatham 

Emergency Squad, Township of Chatham 

Instructional & Training 

―Composting, MEtv, Metuchen 

―Design Talk with Carrie McCall, HomeTowne TV, 

Summit 

―Lucy's Big Beautiful World of Painting, EBTV, East 

Brunswick 

Issues & Political Process 

―Candidate Interview, Eugene Depasquale, PA 

Auditor General, C-NET 

―Ignorance Is No Excuse: The Search for Borders, 

Sativa Cross 

―State of the Township: Mayor McCormac is 

everywhere, The Woodbridge Channels 

News & Magazine Format 

―This Week in East Brunswick, EBTV, East Brunswick 

―Style Woodbridge: Food Trucks, The Woodbridge 

Channels, Woodbridge 

―Jersey City Public School News, JCETV, Jersey City 

PSAs & Promos 

―"Hidden Heroes" of the Edison Public Schools - Tony 

Allen, ESN-TV, Edison Schools 

―Independence Day Celebration, WM77, West Milford 

―What is HomeTowne TV, HomeTowne TV, Summit 

Sports Programming  

―North Brunswick Township Heritage Day Dodgeball 

Tournament, Township of North Brunswick 

―High School football: Turkey Bowl, The Woodbridge 

Channel, Woodbridge 

Talk Show- Government 

―Eye on Piscataway, PCTV, Piscataway 

Talk Show- Interview Program 

―A Conversation With Tova Friedman - Holocaust 

Survivor, ESN-TV Edison Schools Network 

―Stop My Crisis with Vivian Gaspar - "Keeping Yourself 

and Your Reputation Safe On Line", Carpe 28 

―Breakthrough with Barry Farber, HomeTowne TV 

Public Meetings 

―Metuchen Street Smart NJ Pedestrian Campaign 

Kick Off, MEtv, Metuchen 

Local Events- Parades 

―Your Town, Metuchen Winter Festival Parade 2015, 

MEtv, Metuchen 

―Woodbridge Holiday Parade, The Woodbridge 

Channels, Woodbridge 

Local Events- Fairs, Festivals & Car Shows 

―2016 Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts, C-Net, 

State College 

―Your Town, Metuchen Country Fair 2015, MEtv, 

Metuchen 

Local Events- Concerts 

―Antoinette Montague (Presidential Lecture Series), 

Essex County College, Newark 

Local Events- Ceremonies 

―Metuchen Memorial Day Ceremony 2016, MEtv, 

Metuchen 

―Totally East Brunswick, USMC Visit During Fleet 

Week, EBTV, East Brunswick 

Local Events- Community Development Events 

―Ground Breaking of Woodmont Metro at Metuchen 

Station, MEtv Metuchen 

―Proper Recycling, West Milford Television WM77 

―Grand Opening of Jersey City Public School #20, 

JCETV Jersey City Public Schools 

Local Events- Non-Profits 

―No Excuse for Abuse, Essex County College TV 

―The 21st Annual Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star 

Awards, HomeTowne TV 

―The Three Doctors @ St. Peter's University, JCETV 

Jersey City Public Schools 

  



 Thanks for the help!            Volunteerism  
 Rich Desimone, Chair, External Relations 
 

The JAG Awards committee is about to finish it’s work for the year.  You will see below an 8 person committee.  
Now add the judging suite staff and the people responsible for the show video, show music, the video playback, 
show sound, room setup, table decorations, event photos, show lighting, presenters, and entertainment and 
the total would be over 30.  Add to this that we launched a new submission system and you can see that it truly 
takes a village.  On December 7 we celebrate excellence in video production.  Today let us recognize JAG’s best 
quality, its spirit of volunteerism.  Join a committee. 

Executive- Meeting Dec. 14 @ 12NOON Production- No Meeting Scheduled Membership- Meeting Dec. 1 @ 2:30pm 

Dave Garb, President Peter Namen (Chair) Stephanie Gibbons (Co-chair): Annual survey 

Victoria Timpanaro, V.P. TBD: (Secretary) Cindy Hahn: (Co-chair): Data Management 

Debbe Gist, Treasurer Victoria Timpanaro: Producer various members (Secretary) 

Dave Ambrosy, Secretary Dave Ambrosy: Producer Linda Besink: Data Management, Welcome Group 

Jeff Arban, Corresponding Secretary Nick Besink:  Debbe Gist: 

Stephanie Gibbons, Trustee Laura Watson:  Bob Duthaler: 

Bob Duthaler, Trustee Jeff Arban: Interviews TBD: Managing Delinquent Accounts 

Peter Namen, Production Brian Belzer: Editor/Camera TBD: Outreach Cold Calls 

Rich Desimone, External Relations Anthony Pagliuco: Editor/Camera  

Finance- No Meeting Scheduled Legislation- No Meeting Scheduled JAM Awards- No Meeting Scheduled 

Debbe Gist (Chair): Dave Grab (Chair): NATOA Victoria Timpanaro (Chair):  

TBD: (Secretary) TBD: (Secretary) various members (Secretary) 

Herbert Hall: Budget Review Bob Duthaler: NJLOM Dave Ambrosy: Judging Sites 

Bob Duthaler: Budget Review Ida Erik: NJ Legislation  Bob Duthaler: Submissions 

Allen Rosen: Budget Review Linda Besink: Dave Garb: Program Development 

TBD: Bookkeeper w/QuickBooks  Peter Namen: Production 

Stephanie Gibbons- NEW  Stephanie Gibbons: Program Development 

  Rich Desimone: Registration, Event Producer 

  Debbe Gist: 

External Relations- No Meeting Scheduled Marketing- No Meeting Scheduled Conference- Meeting Dec. 5 @ 2:00pm 

Rich Desimone (Chair): JAG meeting 
vendors, Action Plan, NJLOM Join Session 

Victoria Timpanaro (Chair): Rich Desimone (Chair): Trade Show, Program, 
Marketing, Newsletter 

Stephanie Gibbons (Secretary): Members TBD: (Secretary) Cindy Hahn (Co-secretary/Treasurer): Program, 
Workshops Manager, Marketing, Newsletter 

Dave Garb: NJLOM Join Session, Booth 
Staffing and rooms 

Dave Garb: JAG Web Site Stephanie Gibbons (Co-secretary): Registration, 
Municipal Outreach 

Cindy Hahn: Writer/Editor Rich Desimone: JAG Newsletter Victoria Timpanaro: Student Symposium, Marketing, 
Production Workshops, College Outreach 

Jeff Arban: JAG meeting room 
configuration 

Cindy Hahn: JAG Newsletter, 
Writer/Editor 

Dave Garb: Student Symposium, Legislative 
Workshops 

 Bob Duthaler: JAG Web Site J Robertson: Affinity Lunch & topics 

 Peter Namen: Videos Jeff Arban: Interviews/SLRs/Photographer 

 Jeff Arban: Interviews/Graphics Dave Ambrosy: Entertainment, Production 

 TBD: Social Media Management Bob Duthaler: Technology Workshops, Ads 

 TBD: Content Writers TBD: Social Media 

  TBD: Meet & Greet Manager 

  TBD: Trade Show Announcer 

  TBD: Banquet Manager 
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 Bits & Bytes   
 

 Dec. 7 ― JAG Annual General Meeting including the JAG Recognition Dinner and Video Awards will be held at Lago in 

North Brunswick.  This evening will recognize the outstanding work of one of our members and celebrate the work 

being produced throughout the state. 

 Jan. 11 ― Board of Trustees Meeting― Installation of trustees and election of officers, approval of 2017 budget, 

review and approval of Ad Hoc committees. 

 Jan. 11 ― Executive Board Meeting― Update from all committees Action Items, review of agenda format, approval of 

2017 budget, approval of meeting schedule 2017 

 Jan. 25 ― General Reorganization Meeting will be in East Brunswick:  Goals for the year, standing committees 
members update, establish Ad Hoc Committees members, reaffirm Certified and Voting Members, call for committee 
sign up, vote on annual budget. 

 

Member Spotlight 
Brandon Uhlig 

By Jeff Arban, Editor Cindy Hahn 
 

Brandon Uhlig, Videographer for Edison Public Schools, got his first job out of Penn State in Wall 
Township before moving on to CUNY-TV.  He credits his time at CUNY for teaching him about 
the industry and the direction of his career.  

His current position at Edison Public Schools allows him to help to promote the activities of the 
students, promoting their work both within the schools and to the larger community.  Brandon 
notes that the hours of the job can be tough, saying “Whether it’s a Board of Ed meeting, or a 
Winter Concert, I have to be present to capture the wonderful events that the faculty, staff 
and students work so hard on to showcase. But the end result is always worth the effort”. 

Brandon is the father of two girls, ages 8 and 5, and has been married to his wife, Audra, for 13 
years.  His is especially proud of his Emmy nomination in 2003, while at CUNY, for directing a 

Youth and Teen program.  He is a Penn State Football fan, and his footage of the “Lavar Arrington Leap” during the 1998 
Penn State game vs. Illinois was used by ESPN as part of their highlights program. 

Brandon’s favorite food is buffalo wings, and if given the chance to live anywhere in the world he would choose Key 
West.  Brandon’s hobby of choice is golf, and he admits to an obsession over getting his grass as green as possible.  He 
cites Francis Ford Coppola as the person with whom he would most like to talk with, and names his father as the person 
that he respects the most because he “knew what was important in life”. 
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COMMITTEES CORNER 
 

EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE:  Rich Desimone, Chair 

With the overwhelming response to our joint session at the NJLOM convention last 
month, the committee will explore its responsibilities to the NJLOM to pursue the 
issue of drone usage in and by municipalities.  We are still looking for vendors for the 
January and April meetings.  We will also be revisiting adding another non-voting 
membership level for independent producers.  Many of our services would be a 
benefit to them.  To join the committee, contact Rich Desimone at 
rjdesimone@verizon.net. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Debbe Gist, Chair 

The Chairs of the four standing Committees (Executive, External Relations, 
Production & Finance) are in the process of preparing their budget requests for 2017.  
Those requests will be reviewed by the Finance Committee who will then make 
recommendations to the Executive Board.  The Executive Board will review and the 
proposed 2017 budget will be presented to the membership at the December 
meeting.  Final voting on the budget will take place at the January 2017 meeting.  If 
you are interested in joining the Finance Committee please contact me – 
dgist@piscatawaynj.org  732-562-2305. 

PRODUCTION COMMITTEE:  Peter Namen, Chair 

NO REPORT If you would like to help please contact me at pnamen@jagonline.org .   

AD HOC COMMITTEES 

Legislation Committee:  Dave Garb, Chair  
Members Still Being Sought 
The Legislative Committee is looking to our members to join this ever active team.  
Many issues affecting community television are creeping up on us, such as “Closed 
Captioning”.  Your eyes, ears and contacts will be greatly needed in keeping up with 
these matters.If interested, please contact me at:davegarb@paps.net. 

Membership Committee:  Stephanie Gibbons & Cindy Hahn, Co-Chairs 
The membership committee is still doing minor restructuring due to the additions of 
Cindy Hahn and Linda Besink to the committee. We will be putting out another  

membership survey in January so be ready for it, we want to hear from you! If you are interested in joining this growing 
team please contact: Stephanie Gibbons at stgibbons@verizon.net 

Conference Committee:  Rich Desimone, Chair  
Our next meeting is Dec. 5 at 2pm.  We will be continuing to work on workshop ideas.  The marketing has begun with 
the distribution of material at both NAB NY and the NJLOM.  Over 20 have already confirmed participation and we 
discovered 6 new vendors that are considering participating.  Meeting with SNJ Today, a commercial TV station in south 
jersey, to discuss involvement.  The Student Symposium committee has begun meeting and are looking to integrate the 
program into the classroom.  Fliers will be inserted in the JAG Awards program and will be available at all future JAG 

meetings.  Contact me if you would like to join an amazing team of dedicated people, at rjdesimone@verizon.net. 
JAM Awards Committee:  Victoria Timpanaro,-Chair 
Be sure to get your ticket to the event and we will see you there! Remember there will be great food, live 
entertainment and the opportunity to celebrate the end of another year of hard work together!  Tickets are still 
available for the event on December 7th at Lago in North Brunswick. Click here to purchase yours today 
https://t.co/hMITvcFGUd? 

Marketing Committee:  Victoria Timpanaro, Chair 

If you are interested in joining the Marketing Committee, please reach out to me at vtimpana@essex.edu.  

The 2016 JAG  

Recognition Dinner 

and 

Video Awards 
 

 

Dec. 7, 2016       6-10pm 

LAGO 

North Brunswick, NJ 

Join us as we celebrate 

another great year. 

JAG Annual Conference 
 

 

May 31-June 2, 2017 

Hyatt Morristown, NJ 

Save the Date 

mailto:rjdesimone@verizon.net
mailto:dgist@piscatawaynj.org
mailto:pnamen@jagonline.org
mailto:davegarb@paps.net
mailto:stgibbons@verizon.net
mailto:rjdesimone@verizon.net
https://t.co/hMITvcFGUd
mailto:vtimpana@essex.edu
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 Photo Gallery               General Meeting 
 By Rich Desimone, Marketing Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jersey Access Group, PO Box 772, Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095 

732-877-8581            www.jagonline.org            info@jagonline.org 

New Jersey Chapter of NATOA and New Jersey League of Municipalities Affiliate 

Editor: Rich Desimone, Staff: Cindy Hahn, Stephanie Gibbons, Jeff Arban--Marketing Committee 

JAG General Meeting 

Nov. 22, 2016 

NJLOM Convention 

Drone Session Nov. 15, 2016 

http://www.jagonline.org/
mailto:info@jagonline.org

