Sample Letter of Interest 
to Participate in the (NATOA) Coalition Application for the 
NTIA Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program (DECGP.)

August 20, 2024			(Due date for this Letter of interest is Aug. 20.)

Tonya Rideout
Executive Director
National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors (NATOA) 
TRideout@NATOA.org
3213 Duke Street, #695
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-519-8035 x 200
UEI:  Y8ZLE2N64V76

Re:  NATOA Coalition Application in the NTIA Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program

Dear Ms. Rideout:

Please accept this Letter of Interest on behalf of the [City, town, county, or non-profit PEG access center) to actively participate in the National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors (NATOA)[footnoteRef:19221] Coalition Application[footnoteRef:32577] in the Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program (DECGP,) of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA,) U.S. Department of Commerce.[footnoteRef:29068] [19221:  NATOA is the local government association supporting our members by advocating for broadband deployment, digital equity & inclusion, cable services, Public, Educational and Governmental Access (PEG) Television, public safety communications and the preservation of local authority in our public rights of way.  
NATOA works with federal regulatory agencies and Congress on issues that impact the nation's telecommunications industry and are of concern for local governments.
See www.NATOA.org  NATOA is a 501(c)(4), EIN 52-1938715.]  [32577:  https://www.natoa.org/news/free-webinar-join-our-coalition-to-apply-for-ntias-digital-equity-competitive-grant-application ]  [29068:  See NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:  DIGITAL EQUITY COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), U.S. Department of Commerce
NTIA-DECGP-2024.  https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/de-competitive-nofo-fy24.pdf 
] 


We have identified [name/title] to serve as part of the application effort on behalf of the [City, town, county, or non-profit PEG access center.)   [Optional:  name your co-lead to this project.]

We serve the Congressional District(s) of:  [XX-XX]
Congressional District(s) served -- Applicants can look at www.census.gov/mycd  to
determine their Cong. Districts, usually the state’s 2-letter abbreviation and district #, i.e., Arvada Colorado’s Cong. District is CO-7.]  

With this Letter of Interest, we are expressing our intent to do the following:
1) To provide NATOA with the SAM Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)[footnoteRef:28327] number for [City, town, county, or non-profit PEG access center.) [28327:  The Unique Entity Identifier (UEI,) is the federal identifier that replaced the DUNS number.   Grant coalition applicants who are new to the federal System for Award Management (SAM.gov) may register their entity or receive a UEI by signing into SAM.gov and selecting “Get Started,” then “Register Entity.” ] 

2) To review the [your state] digital equity plan and, by September 9, 2024, submit to NATOA by September 9, 2024:
a) a concise narrative of our complimentary digital equity four-year plan as an Eligible Entity to serve Covered Populations.
b) a concise budget of your complimentary digital equity plan for the next four years that identifies:
i) Operational expense,
ii) Equipment expense, and,
iii) Cash or In-kind contribution of 10% of your total project budget.
3) To sign a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) as an Eligible Entity with NATOA as the Authorized Representative signed by a signatory authority of [City, town, county, or non-profit PEG access center) by September 9, 2024.
4) To participate in regular online convenings that will occur weekly through the application deadline of September 23, 2024.

At this preliminary stage, as a partnership member community, we look forward to offering as part of a proposal: 
[Select ideas/concepts that would work for your community and/or PEG center.]
Look at your state plan to trigger ideas that fit with your work.  (See your State Digital Equity Plans at:  https://www.benton.org/blog/whats-your-states-digital-equity-plan or https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/public-notice-posting-state-and-territory-bead-digital-equity .)

Some examples you may wish to consider include:
· In-person training programs like OATS or TGH in participating communities.   
· Video-delivered trainings on cable TV as above.
· Gov channel programming for outreach, assistance, etc., to Covered Populations through collaboration with local government constituent services agencies/officers.
· Creation of video content aimed at Digital Equity outreach, education & awareness by all PEG access channels.
· Grassroots outreach to Covered Populations by staff and programming producers focused on Covered Populations.
· Local gov and PEG centers’ staff trained as digital navigators. 
· PEG centers as community (digital) access centers offering training workshops and online access (Wi-Fi, laptops, workstations, etc.) 
· Targeting smaller/rural communities for Digital Equity outreach.  (Local solutions are the best solutions.)


We are excited to be part of this effort and look forward to working together.

Sincerely,

[Name of signatory]
[Title]
[City, town, county, or non-profit PEG access center)
[address, city/town/county, state]
[EIN (tax number) and UEI, if available]






