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Hereare afew thingsgoingon and comingup in JAG.
Asl write this, our legislativecommitteeis down in WashingtonDC
for Hill Day.Theyare discussindghe potential consequencesf HR2289and
lookingfor supportfrom our representativedo vote againstit. Meetingsare set
up with CongressmaihomaskeanJrand SenatorAndyY A Yofiges.Stay
tunedfor updates

TheleadershipDevelopmentCommittee hasselecteda memberof JAGor the
annualrecognitionaward.Joinuson May 13th at the JAGConferenceébanquet
to find out who will receivethis@ S I aM@&E&

TheJAGAwardsCommittee is hard at work getting the final submissionshrough
the judgingprocessand putting togethertrophiesand certificates.The
committeelooksforward to seeingeveryoneat the banqueton May 13th.

TheConferenceCommittee is hard at work finalizingthe schedulefor the
conference5 2 yhflsdyour chanceto register www.jagconference.com/tickets

TheProduction Committee put togethera greatvideoin oppositionof HR2289.
Youcanseethe videohere. Thevideohasalreadybeensharedwith both the
ACMandNATOAandboth organizationsare sharingit with their members.

TheExternal RelationsCommittee isworkingon our booth and panelsfor the
Leagueof Municipalitiesin November.Thishelpsuskeepa greatrelationship
with the Leagueand manyof our statelegislators.

TheMembershipCommittee is lookinginto ideasfor awork shareprogram
within JAGo openup opportunitiesto learnfrom other stationsand checkout
equipmentthey are using.

TheFRnanceCommittee hassubmittedour budget,andwe are readyto vote on
it at our April meetingin Cranford.Thatmeansnow is a goodtime to getyour
certified votingformsin soyou canbe sureto haveyour sayin the operating
budgetof JAG.

| look forward to seeingyou all at our meetingin Aprilin Cranfordwith a
presentationfrom DeSsti andMay 13 & 14 at our annualconference.


http://www.jagconference.com/tickets
https://youtu.be/inWh_FLnx7A

—_ JAG Annual Conference Conference Committee
% obDuthaler, ConferenceCommittee,Chair
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gatherings for community media professionals, volunteers, and municipal communication leaders across Nev
Jersey. More than just an event, the conference reprégs a unique opportunity for JAG members to

strengthen their skills, expand their networks, and stay ahead in anexaving media landscape.

Why JAGMembersShouldAttend

For JAG members, attending the Annual Conference is both a professional investment and a strategic
advantage. The conference brings together industry experts, municipal leaders, station managers, and conte
creators in a collaborative environment desigrtednspire growth and innovation. Members gain access to

the latest tools, emerging technologies, and regulatory updates that directly impact local government access
channels.
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station manager or a volunteer just getting started, the ability to exchange ideas, troubleshoot challenges, an
build relationships with peers is invalble. Attendees consistently leave with actionable insights that improve
their station operations, content quality, and community engagement efforts.

DayOnec¢ WednesdayMay 13, 2026:TechnologyJnnovation,and Celebration

JAG Technology Forum
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is dedicated to showcasing the latest advancements in broadcast, streaming, and production technology.
Vendors from across the industry wdkmonstratecutting-edge products designed specifically for community
media operations. Attendees can expect to explore solutions in areas such as:

T Video production equipment and workflows

T Live streaming and hybrid meeting platforms

T Automation and playback systems

1 Captioning and accessibility tools

1 Content management and distribution platforms

What sets the Technology Forum apart isits haddg I LILINBE I OK® t | NI A ORlK F& @NIB |
actively engaging with the equipment, testing workflows, and speaking directly with vendors abceutordl
applications. This interactive experienabows attendees to better evaluate what tools will work best for their
own stations and communities.

JAG Video Awards Evening Celebration
As the day transitions from innovation to celebration, the evening of May 13th features the JAG Video Award
This signature event recognizes excellence in community media programming across the state.

The awards ceremony highlights the creativity, dedication, and storytelling power of JAG members. From
municipal meeting coverage to original productions, the Video Awards showcase the impact of local access
television in informing and connectingcommuSii @ LG Q& I f a2 | Y2YSyd 27F LN
celebrate their peers and gain ideas for future projects.

Day Twog Thursday, May 14, 2026: Productibilanagement Symposium

The second day of the conference shifts focus to professional development through the Production and
Management Symposium. This full day of sessions is designed to address both the creative and operational
sides of running a successful access station.
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Attendees can patrticipate in a variety of sessions covering topics such as:
Effective storytelling and production techniques
Managing staff and volunteers

Enhancing community engagement and outreach
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Navigating funding and sustainability challenges
1 Adapting to changes in media consumption

Each session is led by experienced professionals who provide practical insights amoriestrategies that
attendees can immediately apply.

Keynote Lunch Panel: WCAG 2.1 AA Compliance

A major highlight of the day is tHeynotelunch panel discussion focused on WCAG 2.to##pliance. As
accessibility continues to be a critical priority, this session will address what local government access stations
need to do to meet compliance standard®anelists will discuss:

T The requirements of WCAG 2.1 AA standards
T Steps stations should take now to prepare

T Tools and workflows for improving accessibility
1 Realistic timelines for implementation

This session is especially important for municipal stations, as accessibility compliance is not only a best
practice but an increasing regulatory expectation. Attendees will leave with a clearer understanding of how to
move forward confidently and responsibly.

Join the JAG Annual Conference

The JAG Annual Conference is more thananevéni Q& |+ OF GFf&ad F2NJ ANRoUKX
impact. From handsn technology exploration to insightful educational sessions and inspiring celebrations,
the conference offers something for every meenb

All JAG members are strongly encouraged to attend and take full advantage of this opportunity. To maximize
your savings, be sure to obtain your JAG Membership discount code by contacting JAG Treasurer Linda Bes
at Ibesink@gmail.com

For more information and to register, visitww.jagconference.com
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in the future of your station and your community.
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Jersey Access Group

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

May 1 3 & 14, 2026  Crowne Plaza Hotel, Edison, NJ
A Technology Forum and Production/Management Symposium

Partners
TelVue Cooperation, Varto Technologies, Planet Network,
LiveU,and DeSisti Lighting

Equipment Seminars
TechnologyShowcase andPanels
Product Demonstrations
User GrouBreakfastMeetings
Panel Sessions/Roundtable Discussions
JAG Awards Banquet

Topics include:
Program Creation and Development, Content Distribution,
FacilityOperation and Legislation Impacting Community Media

https://jagconference.com/

SchedulgConference details will be posted as thegfinalized.)
May 13 8:00am10:00pm

T

)l
)l
)l
)l
)l

Technology Showcase and Parn@kslVue, Vart@echnologieslLiveU, Via, DeSsti LightingCueScript,
MycasebuliderMcComm(Panasonic, PTZ, Sony, BlackmaB&Hand more)

User Group8reakfastMeetings (TelVue and Varto Technologies)

Equipment Seminars

Product Demonstrations

Technology Luncheon

JAG Awards Banquet

May 14 8:00am5:30pm

T

)l
)l
)l

Panel Sessions
Roundtable Discussions
Networking Breakfast
Keynote Lunch

Click Herdo Reqgister Now!

Please reach out to JAG Treasurer Linda Besink for your JAG Membership DiscoutiteSode® gmail.com
QuestionsFeelfree to reachout to me. bduthaler@jagonline.orgSeeyou at the conferencé

BobDuthaler

Member,NationalAcademyof TelevisionArtsand Science$EMMYS)
PastPresidentJerseyAccesssroup

PastPresident NJNATOA

Page4



https://jagconference.com/
https://jagconference.com/tickets/
mailto:lbesink@gmail.com
mailto:bduthaler@jagonline.org

enton & WashingtorDC Legislative Committee

ativEommittee, Chai

The Jersey Access Group has represihe interests of municipakducationaland community
television for 25 years. Our efforts on behalf of our members have never been more importa
W DQa [S3aAratl G§ABS [/ 2YYA I (bbtsnatiohalyand Satevidelthats |
might be an issue for us, our operations and our communities.

Dangers of the American Broadband Deployment Act of 2025 (H.R. 2289)

Last November, a dangerous bill passed out of the Congressional House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee,
titled the American Broadband Deployment Act of 2025 (H.R. 2289). H.R. 2289 gives telecommunication
companies de facto power over local zoning laws:

e |t provides no public safety protections for construction of “deemed granted” facilities. Sites will be
constructed without any further action by the government, without notice to the local government.

e [t strips local governments of the ability to ensure public safety, manage traffic, protect existing utilities
and workers, and maintain fair competition, while imposing no reciprocal obligations on providers.

e [t empowers providers to install facilities where they choose regardless of local zoning, thus eliminating
the ability of local government to balance providers’ and neighbors’ interests.

Not only will local authorities have no control of the rights-of-way, but the franchise fees generated by them
will also be impacted:

e Cable franchise renewals would be eliminated, thereby removing ability of state or local communities
to enforce franchise obligations such as build-out, customer service, and PEG.

e Municipalities will lose hundreds of thousands of dollars annually and local programming that provides
transparency to the local residents.

In an effort to make our leadership aware of the implications of this act, the Jersey Access Group created the
following two videos about it:

e The first one, is a 3 minute video which details the harmful points of H.R. 2289

3 Minute Video on H.R. 2289 Via Dropbox

3 Minute Video on HR 2289 Via Youtube
HR 2289 PSA (on the TelVue Server)

e The second is a 1 minute overview of this act.

1 Minute Video on HR 2289 via Dropbox

1 Minute Video on HR 2289 via Youtube
HR 2289 PSA 1 min (on the TelVue Server)

Please forward both these videos to your local, state and federal lawmakers to make everyone aware and
informed of the dangers of H.R. 2289 to your local municipalities. Also, please consider airing them on your
television channels and other means of communication, to make the members of your community informed
as well.

Pages


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rnw72xt5gwbz9wvivbft2/HR-2289-PSA-V5.mp4?rlkey=f4ic16ryxf2snpqymp1elmix7&st=q5gjaer4&dl=0
https://youtu.be/inWh_FLnx7A
http://connect.telvue.com/media_exchange/media/1014844
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1zwh7mafqxqxbntrhxtf/HR-2289-PSA-1-min-V2.mp4?rlkey=e0aimupa4pb8ad5kp85hqbxx3&st=qjnzrrjr&dl=0
https://youtu.be/q3IA22f133M
http://connect.telvue.com/media_exchange/media/1014843

Amazing News!

ADA Title Il Web and Mobility Access Compliance to the WCAG 2.1 Level AA Rules
A One Year Extension!

From Mike Lynch, Leg/Reg Affairs, NATOA-National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors:
A hearty congratulations and 'job well done' to our good friends at the National League of Cities (NLC)
and National Association of Counties (NACo) for achieving a one-year extension on both deadlines for
the DOJ's web accessibility rules for state and local government.

Angelina Panettieri of NLC and Seamus Dowdall of NACo each led a team of folks through meetings
with the Office of Management and Budget and the Department of Justice to plead and argue on fiscal
and technical grounds for this extension.

See the NLC and NACo ex parte filings here:
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/viewE012866Meeting?viewRule=true&rin=1190-
AA82&meetingld=1326573&acronym=1190-DOJ/CRT

The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.1) compliance deadlines are now:
April 26, 2027, for localities >50,000 in population &
April 26, 2028, for localities <50,000 in population.

What this means for all of us now is that beginning on April 26, 2027, any video that is on government
websites (or anywhere on the web) serving more than 50K residents, has to be ADA compliant by providing
online communications that meet a minimum WCAG standard. These rules will also apply to all government’s
websites with less then 50,000 residents beginning April 26, 2028.

A link to the notice of this extension can be found in the Federal Register at:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/20/2026-07663/extension-of-compliance-dates-for-
nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-accessibility-of-web. The DOJ is also seeking comments about
the interim rule extending the deadlines.

From Mike Wassenaar, President, ACM-Alliance for Community Media:
This ruling still includes closed captioning for all VOD and live streaming that is online, and a descriptive
audio track for pre-recorded video that will also be aired online.

A reminder for everyone: you should determine the costs for compliance with the new rule and plan
either to meet the standards for your online presence or to make the case that compliance with one or
more elements presents an undue burden. In either case, decision makers with local government need
to be involved. Regardless of the Federal Government’s enforcement of the ADA, these rules can be
enforced through private legal action, so local governments and non-profits would be subject to legal
liability if they fail to act appropriately.

You are not exempt from ADA requirements. They require all non-profits and local governments to
assess the costs of providing effective communication for residents. Solutions must be based on what
residents need. You may not be required to provide that service if it fundamentally changes what you
do, or it presents an undue economic burden. Guidelines are at
https://www.ada.gov/resources/effective-communication/

If you provide captions, but they are not transmitted by a cable operator on your channels, tell the FCC
as this is against the law. Email dro@fcc.org or use the link
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/quides/closed-captioning-television.

Mike Wassenaar and the ACM have shared s a slideshow with us Accessibility Rules Every PEG Channel
Should Understand that highlights everything you need to know about these rules, as well as the following
list of key takeaways to remember about disability access with your channels and services.
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https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/viewEO12866Meeting?viewRule=true&rin=1190-AA82&meetingId=1326573&acronym=1190-DOJ/CRT
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/viewEO12866Meeting?viewRule=true&rin=1190-AA82&meetingId=1326573&acronym=1190-DOJ/CRT
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/20/2026-07663/extension-of-compliance-dates-for-nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-accessibility-of-web
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/20/2026-07663/extension-of-compliance-dates-for-nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-accessibility-of-web
https://www.ada.gov/resources/effective-communication/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/closed-captioning-television
https://jagonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Accessability-Rules-MSW-ACM-4.26.pdf
https://jagonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Accessability-Rules-MSW-ACM-4.26.pdf

A Excellence: The 2026 JAG AwardsJAG Awards Committee
w g, ChaitAG Award€ommittee

l'a ¢S | LIWNRIFOK GKS W'D !'glNRaAazZ AGQ

a | as
GAOGKAY 2dzNJ O2YYdzyAleéd ¢KAA &@SIFNDRa &dz YA K I
organizations participating and bringing forward some of the most cregtigeNJ ¢ S Q@ /O

On a personal note, my journey with media and
community broadcasting has always been driven by the
belief that local stories deserve a professional stage. In my wotkaas

of the JAG Awards Committee and through my involvement in various
NEIA2YyIlf YSRAIF LINRP2SO0azx LQOS F20
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the logistics of our annual audit or working-site to ensure our stations
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standard of what we produce. Seeing the growth in quality across our member stations over the last few year
has been one of the most rewarding aspects of this role.

h¥ O02dzNASSY (GKS OdzZ YAYlFGA2Yy 2F it (GKA& KINR 62N]J
the one night of the year where we get to step out from behind the cameras and control boards to celebrate
together. There is a unique energythe room when colleagues from across the state finally get to connect,
share ideas, and recognize the long hours that go into evese86nd promoandhosf 2y 3 (G 26Yy KU
night of genuine fun, high spirits, and a shared pride in the impact lvoadcasting has on our communities.

¢2 3IAAQPS &2dz I LINBOASg 2F GKS aoltsS 2F G4KAaa &SI NR

categories, including:

f
f
f
f

|l
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501 PSAPublic Service Announcements making a difference.

601 PromotionHighlighting specific events and station branding
2200 Best Bulletin Boar#eeping our neighborhoods informed.

-

2000 Community Festival/Fair EveShowcasing local culture ang
creativity.

101 DocumentaryDeep dives into the stories that matter.

Edison, New Jersey.
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ul DeStefano, Northeast Regional Sales Manager, DeSisti

At the 2026 NAB Show, DeSisti Lighting is expanding its portfolio with a series of new fixtures that emphasize
efficiency, flexibility, and practical innovation for modern broadcast and production environments. The
O2YLIl yeQa I (Sad ostffiedi RITESEriks2ay well a6 kiitirgly nkvii lightir@® concepts,
underscoring its continued focus on higkrformance LED solutions.

A major highlight is the expansion of the LITE
ASNASas RSaAaAdIySR G2 o6NA
and reliability to more budgetonscious markets
such as education, public access, and

government production. Among the new

additions is the F4:LITE, a copact 40watt

Fresnel featuring a true 4-inch borosilicate

glass lens. Available in tungsten (3200K), daylight
(5600K), and variable white (2708600K), the
FAEGAZNBE dzaSa 5S{AaiGAQa LI GSYGSR 2LIGAOIT wREISY i
compact size and compatibility with existing F4.7 and Magis accessories make it particularly well suited for
smaller studios and low grid heights.

The updated F&ITE builds on this approach with increased power, now featuring ave&Q_ED array. It
maintains full compatibility with standard F6 Fresnel accessories and even legaeywdfd®dngsten
Leonardo fixtures, providing an easy upgrade fattfacilities transitioning to LED. Like the FUITE, it is
offered in multiple color temperature configurations to suit a wide range of production needs.

In soft lighting, DeSisti introduces the SoftLEDPE, reengineered for higher output while consuming just 120
watts, along with the new SoftLERLITE, a 6@vatt half-size version. These fixtures deliver even, kqghlity
illumination with excellent CRILCI performance, making them ideal for moéimera studio environments.
Notably, all LITE series fixtures are completely fanless, using passive cooling to ensure silent opanation
essential feature for broadcast applications.

Beyond the LITE series, DeSisti is also debuting the GIOTTO Linear cyclorama lightfieidngly LED

solution designed for even, controlled cyc illumination. Available in both variable white and extended color
versions, the fixture features an asymmeal optical system that minimizes light spill while maintaining
uniform coverage. Its 4Bch form factor allows fewer units to be used compared to traditional cyc lights,
improving both efficiency and setup simplicity.

Perhaps the most groundbreaking introduction is the GALILEGISEIE & completely new lighting concept

that rethinks traditional studio lighting techniques. By combining a central Fresnel hard light with a
surrounding soflight ring in a single coaxiajstem, GALILEO enables continuous control of shadow quality
without changing fixture position. This patented ddaR dzNOS | NOKA G§SOG dzNBE A Yy (i-NB R
{KFR2g3>¢é | ff2g0Ay3a Htureldiadoi yharacieiBtics viihije Snbiining(a Zonsdistent Beam

axis. With independent control of intensity and color temperature for both sources, GALILEO consolidates
what previously required multiple fixtures into one highly versatile tool.

Across all these new products, DeSisti emphasizes ease of use with intuitive onboard controls, DMX
integration, and daisghainable power and data connections. The result is a lineup that not only advances
lighting technology but also addresses the practic Yy SSRa 2F (2RI & Qa4 LINRRdzOG A

Together, theseew productsposition DeSisti at the forefront of LED lighting innovation, offering solutions
that are not only more efficient and affordable, but also more adaptable to the evolving demands of broadcas
and content creation.
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Having been in the media for many years, | often hear from people who want their stories
covered. The reality is that while something may be important to you, it may not be considered
newsworthy by local or national outlets.

People reach out about birthdays, grand openings, new recipes, or personal accomplishments.
All of those things matter on a personal level, but not everything meets the threshold for news
coverage. That does not make those moments any less
meaningful. It simply reflects how the media decides what
to focus on. Let’s take a closer look at what makes
something newsworthy and why some stories get covered
while others do not.

Note that repeatedly reaching out to media outlets rarely
improves the chances of coverage. In fact, it can have the
opposite effect. Every day, countless events and stories
unfold, but only a small number are selected.

So, what determines whether a story gets picked up? From experience, it comes down to a few key factors.
Understanding how media outlets think is not as complicated as it may seem. You just have to look at it from
their perspective for a moment.

A story usually affects more than just one person. Media
outlets look for stories that impact a group, an
organization, or a broader community. The larger the
relevance, the more likely it is to be considered.

Timing also plays a major role. A story that happened days
or weeks ago is far less likely to be covered than something
happening right now. News, by nature, is immediate.

Relevance is just as important. A story may be meaningful
to you, your family, or your friends, but the question is whether it connects to a wider audience. Would others
find it useful, interesting, or worth paying attention to? Stories that show some form of change or impact tend
to stand out. If something led to a result, solved a problem, or influenced a group of people, it becomes easier
to understand why it matters.

Human interest also plays a role. People connect with
people. When a story includes real experiences, voices, or
perspectives, it becomes more engaging and easier to
follow.

Practical considerations matter as well. If a story falls
outside a media outlet’s coverage area, it will usually not be
considered. Even when a story meets many of these
factors, it may still not get covered due to limited staffing or

Not Every Story Makes the News...
Here’s Wh available resources.

In the end, the media does not simply report everything that happens. It selects what to highlight based on
relevance, timing, impact, and connection. Understanding that process helps explain why some stories are
covered while others are not.
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