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President’s Message 

Doug Seidel, President of Jersey Access Group   

Thank you! 
Thank you everyone that came out for the JAG Conference. It is 
always refreshing to see everyone enjoying themselves over the two days.  

• Thanks to our sponsors for their support. We could not do this without you.  

• Thanks to all our vendors. We appreciate the time it takes to set up your 
booths and spend the day with us. 

• Thanks to Conner and the JAG Awards Committee for an entertaining show. 

• Thanks to Bob Duthaler, Rich Desimone and the JAG Conference Committee 
for all your hard work pulling off another great event. 

• Congratulations to everyone that walked away with a JAG award. 

What is next? 
While everything is fresh and the adrenaline is still flowing, now is the time to: 

• Follow up and continue the conversations started at the conference: 

• Follow up with the vendors, ask for your quotes, schedule demos or start 
your purchase orders.  

• Didn’t win the award you were hoping for? Check out the videos made by 
your competition and make your plan to step up your game.  

• Be sure to follow up with other stations. Find some time to go see their 
stations or shadow them during a production.  

One of the best benefits you can use within JAG is the connections you make 
and the opportunity to learn from one another. Do you have ideas on what you 
would want more or less of at the conference? Throw your name in to join the 
JAG Conference Committee. There really is no better way to make improve it 
than by having more people involved. The same can be said for the JAG Awards 
Committee. A few more hands will only help the show run smoother.  

Upcoming… 
Both lunch sessions sparked great conversations. Watch our website for videos 
from the conference. We recorded both lunch sessions and the award 
ceremony, including the slides from our expert panelists. Also, coming up are 
sessions at the NJ League of Municipalities and webinars on ADA compliance and 
artificial intelligence.  

Our next JAG meeting is virtual on June 24 (no need to leave the office). Join us 
online to continue these conversations and  help build our community.  

One last thank you to everyone. I am not a fan of public speaking, but you all 
were so encouraging, it truly made it much easier to stand on the stage. That 
really says volumes about what a great group we have in JAG!  
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General Meeting 
Schedule 2026-27 

Jun. 24 – Zoom Meeting 

Presentation – TBA 

Sept. 30 – Varto Technologies 

Presentation – TBA 

Oct. 29 – Zoom Meeting 
Presentation – TBA 

Dec. 2 – TBA 
Presentation – TBA 
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News from Trenton & Washington, DC           Legislative Committee 
and FCC Legislation Changes 
  Dave Garb, Legislative Committee, Chair 

 

The Jersey Access Group has represented the interests of municipal, educational, and community 
television for 25 years. Our efforts on behalf of our members have never been more important. 
JAG’s Legislative Committee has kept a watchful eye on bills both nationally and statewide that 
might be an issue for us, our operations and our communities. 

Awareness
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•  

•  

•  (on the TelVue Server) 

 

davegarb@paps.net dseidel@piscatawaynj.org

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rnw72xt5gwbz9wvivbft2/HR-2289-PSA-V5.mp4?rlkey=f4ic16ryxf2snpqymp1elmix7&st=q5gjaer4&dl=0
https://youtu.be/inWh_FLnx7A
http://connect.telvue.com/media_exchange/media/1014844
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1zwh7mafqxqxbntrhxtf/HR-2289-PSA-1-min-V2.mp4?rlkey=e0aimupa4pb8ad5kp85hqbxx3&st=qjnzrrjr&dl=0
https://youtu.be/q3IA22f133M
http://connect.telvue.com/media_exchange/media/1014843
mailto:davegarb@paps.net
mailto:dseidel@piscatawaynj.org
mailto:bduthaler@jagonline.org
mailto:mwassenaar@allcommunitymedia.org
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Celebrating local excellence: A look back at       JAG Awards Committee 
the 2026 JAG Awards Banquet 
  Connor Cheung, Chair, JAG Awards Committee 

 

On Wednesday, May 13th, the Jersey Access Group family gathered at the Crowne Plaza in 
Edison for the 26th Annual JAG Awards Banquet. It was incredible to see so many of our 
members step out from behind the cameras, put down the clipboards, and finally catch up in 
person. For a lot of us, it was the first time seeing each other face-to-face in a year, and the 
room was absolutely buzzing with energy. 

This year's competition was easily one of our toughest yet. We received outstanding entries from 26 different 
organizations across the state. The sheer variety and quality of the stories being told in our communities right 
now is amazing. From deeply researched local documentaries and high-production sports broadcasts to crucial 
town hall updates; the work on display proved that local stations are more vital to our neighborhoods than 
ever before. 

While the competition was fierce, the spirit of the night was all about celebrating our collective hustle. We 
know the long hours, the frozen football games, the late-night council meetings, and the endless editing 
sessions that go into making these productions happen. Seeing those clips up on the big screen with everyone 
cheering each other on was a great reminder of why we do what we do. 

Before we officially close the book on the 2026 awards, we want to extend a massive thank you to the JAG 
Awards Committee—Elio, George, Dave, and Valerie—for the countless hours they spent behind the scenes 
coordinating the judging, scores, and logistics. We also want to thank Bob Duthaler and the entire JAG Board 
for putting together another fantastic conference kickoff. 

To everyone who entered, congratulations. Whether you took home a first-place trophy or placed in the top 
three of a highly competitive category, you are doing incredible work for your community. 

The full list of winners will be available on the JAG website. 

Have a great summer, keep telling those stories, and we can’t wait to see what you produce for next year's 
awards!  
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How To Stop AI Tools From Using Your Data                    Tech Talk 
  John C. Morley—Independent Producer 
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Events and Postings               Communications 
  Rich Desimone, Managing Director, JAG 

 

JAG General Meeting  
June 24 at 12pm: Zoom only 

Presentation: Conference discussion 
 

Don’t forget to check out our YouTube channel. https://www.youtube.com/@jagjerseyaccessgroup  

Have something you want on our YouTube channel? Send a link to dseidel@piscatawaynj.org for review. 
 

The JAG Job Board is currently being populated with opportunities. A new password is needed after June 1 
of each year. Contact Linda Besink lbesink@gmail.com for access 
 

Share the value of JAG’s newsletter with your elected officials, cable committee, station volunteers, 
associates and friends. Send this invitation: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/B7EMU1R/JAGnewsletter 
 

EVENT SCHEDULE 2026 

June 24 at 12pm: General Meeting, ZOOM, Presentation scheduled: Conference discussion 

September 30 at 12pm: General Meeting, Varto Technologies, Presentation scheduled TBA 

October 28 at 12pm: General Meeting, ZOOM, Presentation scheduled TBA 

December 2 at 12pm: General Meeting, Location TBD, Presentation scheduled TBA 
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